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the natives are careless in sucl1 matters, and one generally
sees them, after a heavy shower, in the rains, causing a rapid
fall in temperature, going about in the same scanty, and
often soaked, garments as before. In them, therefore, is best
illustrated Lauder Brunton's idea of opium lessening the
hypersensibility of the vasomotor centre with its consequent
liability to chill, which appears to exist in malarial
poisoning.
The probable reason why the opium-eating habit in India

serves as a protection against malaria is the composition of
Indian opium. It contains less morphine (1 to 1.8681) and
much more narcotine (3.65 to 11) than Turkish opium, and
therefore a man who eats it regularly is consuming narcotine
which, since, if not before, the time when Sir William
O'Shaughnessy was opium examiner here, and wrote the
Bengal Dispensatory, in 1841, has been recognised as a tonic
and antiperiodic without any narcotic properties. Sir
William indeed called it " a most important febrifuge
remedy," and stated that its salts were " capable of arresting
the paroxysms of intermittent and remittent fevers." In the
days when quinine was much more expensive than it is now,
the Government Medical Store Department in India issued
narcotine on indent to the dispensaries.

All the same, no doctor would advise alny man, European
or native, in perfect health, to commence eating opium, even
in malarious districts, knowing there are better antiperiodics,
any more than he would, knowing that moderation may pass
into excess, advise any man to commence using alcohol or
tobacco, though he may fairly believe that either in modera-
tion is beneficial, and may consider the fact that the most
civilised and advanced nations have used both for centuries,
a proof to the-unprejudiced mind of their being advantageous
to the progress of mankind. What alcohol and tobacco are
to us, tobacco and opium are to the Eastern, the latter drug
fully justifying its title as the " gift of God."-I am, etc.

F. P. MAYNARD, M.B.,
Patna, Jan. 16th. Surgeon-Captain, I.M.S.

1 These ratios are taken from tables I recently placed before the Opium
Commission.

SPECTACLED CHILDREN.
SIR,-With reference to the paragraph on Spectacled

Cllildren in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of January 20th,
will you allow me to mention what is being done on this
foundation? Three or four years ago I brought the question
of the children's eyesight and other matters of health before
the governors, and at their request Mr. Priestley Smith in-
structed teachers from the nine schools on the foundation in
a simple type test. In this school-and I believe the same
applies to the whole foundation-we now test the girls' eye-
sight on entry in the case of new pupils, and every autumn
in the case of those already in the school. The results,
along with statistics of height, weight, and hearing, are re-
corded, and we draw the parents' attention to all cases of
appreciable deviation from normal vision, and recommend
them to consult an oculist. Tlley generally act on the recom-
mendation, and I have reason to believe much good has
already been effected, while we are accumulating valuable
statistics. As the foundation educates more than 2,300 chil-
dren of both sexes, an appreciable percentage of the children
of Birmingham passes through our hands, probably 50 per
cent. of all the children above the Board school class. I
trust a knowledge of what is being done here may lead to the
adoption of similar measures in other schools.-I am, etc.,

EDITH E. M. CREAK, B.A.
King Edward's High School for Girls, Birmingham, Feb. 10th.

COMPETITION AND UNDERSELLING.
Sa,-In reference to the paragraph in the BRITISH MEDI-

CAL JOURNAL of to-day, entitled " Competition and Under-
selling," the following may be perhaps considered a typical
case of the latter. A fully qualified man has lately settled
here and has started a "Medical Aid Society," the members
of which have only to pay one penny per week for medicine,
attendance, and advice. He employs a collector who can-
vasses for members amongst the bondfide patients of the
other medical men here, and who has a direct interest in
getting whom he can, as there is an entrance fee of sixpence,

which he (the collector) pockets for himself. Through, I
conclude, a somewhat similar mode of action, the adult
members of the various clubs here (chiefly colliers, -many of
whom earn £2 a week) only pay their doctor three shillings
per head, per annum.-I am, etc.,
Kimberley, Notts, Jan. 27tll. E. B. FFENNELL.

PARISH AND DISTRICT COUNCILS.
Sn,-I see by the daily newspapers that all who hold an

office for profit under a board of guardians are disqualified
from being members of either the parish or district council.
As nearly all medical men in the rural districts are compelled
to take these appointments, this affects a great number of
men who should be of great use in local government. You
have always expressed yourself strongly in favour of the pro-
fession taking part in public affairs. This is also my humble
opinion, and I therefore suggest that the Parliamentary Bills
Committee take this matter into consideration and endeavour
to find a way to allow the parish doctor to have some voice
in the sanitation of highways, etc., of the county in which he
resides.-I am, etc.,

February 5th. RUSTICUS.

ACUTE INTUSSUSCEPTION IN CHILDRE.
SIR,-The third conclusion which Mr. Barker' deduces

from a study of cases of this disorder, namely,
......that there is a certain proportion of cases among aU the varieties of
intussusception which no amount of injection will relieve, or In whiclh
injection would be dangerous, and these can only be dealt with.by open-
ing the abdomen,
seems to me to suggest that some modifications of lTis first
and second conclusions may be desirable. They- are as
follows:

1. That in all cases of intussusception in children injection of water or
manipulation should be at once resorted to if the patient i8 seen within
afew hours of the onset of the strangulation.

2. That if these means fail after a fair trial, not too much prolonged,
laparotomy should be at once done as the safest treatment.
As regards the first, I would urge the importance of con-

sidering not oinly the duration of time that has elapsed since
the onset, but also the severity of the symptoms. Within
twenty-four hours gangrene has been known to occur, the
conditions having, of course, been for some hours previously
such as would have rendered an injection not merely useless,
but highly dangerous. It may be remarked that in any
one case opinions would probably still differ widely as to
what should be considered " a fair trial, not too much pro-
longed." When surgical registrar at the Hospital for Sick
Children I made some experiments in this direction, having
been led to do so partly by the remaarkable vagueness of the
directions given in treatises and textbooks, partly by having
seen cases in which, contrary to some preceding ones, injection
had been followed by unfortunate results. An account of
these appeared in the Lancet, May 23rd, 1891, and the conclu-
sions may be briefly thus stated-that whilst injection offers
a fascinating possibility of success achieved by simple means
it is liable to many serious objections, besides the obvious
one of partial or complete rupture of bowel, and that under
no circumstances should any method be employed which
does not ensure steady, not intermittent, pressure, and esti-
mation at any moment of the amount of force used. This
can be done readily with tubing and an ordinary funnel, the
latter not being raised more than 3 feet above the level of
the abdomen. There is danger of rupture if this be ex-
*ceeded.-I am, etc., J. D. MORTIMER,

Late Surgical Registrar Hospital for Sick Children,
Horley, Feb. 17th. Great Ormond Street.

MEDICAL CONGRESS IN RUSSIA.-On Janualy 16th the ninth
Congress of Russian Scientists and Medical Practitioners was
opened at Moscow by the Honorary President, the Grand
Duke Sergius Alexandrovitch. About 2,000 persons were
present. Professor K. A. Timirjaseff was chosen President.
NQ representative of medicine was on the eommittee, a cir-
cumstance which seems somewhat remarkable in view of the
fact that the Congress is medical as well as scientific, and that
of the eleven sections of which it consists three are purely
medical.

1 BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, February 17th, 1894.


